INTRODUCTION
Jasmine (Jasminum spp.), is one of the oldest fragrant flowers cultivated by man. The different species of Jasminum are very favorite plants of horticulturists, chiefly due to the attractive fragrant flowers borne by them.
They are extensively cultivated in gardens and nurseries throughout India, a factor which is largely responsible for the origin of a number of horticultural varieties of this genus.
Jasmine is widely cultivated in South India for use as garland, gajra and veni apart from concrete extraction. Jasmine belongs to the family Oleaceae. The Indian ornamental jasmine flower profusely, but set seed very rarely and are propagated chiefly by vegetative means. The facts of the antiquity of the genus and of its isolation from present day forms place it in a distinct morphological and cytological group, with an interesting floral biology.
In any plant breeding program, knowledge of the floral biology of the species is an essential prerequisite.
The floral biology of certain popular varieties belonging to the three most commercially important Jasminum species has been documented and presented in this paper.
MATERIALS AND METHODS
The materials used for the study were three cultivars of J. auriculatum, two cultivars of J. grandiflorum and one cultivar of J. sambac. All the plants were grown in open field with uniform cultural conditions.
